issue, publishing a booklet on the topic over 20 years ago. This booklet was updated in 2002 and most recently in 2018. The increased interest in scientific integrity over this time frame has been incredible. In a search of the CINAHL database for the 10 years prior to the 1997 MNRS publication, about 320 articles on nursing AND scientific integrity/misconduct/research ethics were identified. A repeat of this search from 2008-2018 resulted in well over 6,000 articles addressing these topics. Looking at a sample of papers, researchers were increasingly identifying ethical problems at each step of the research process from funding to conducting studies, to publication. Furthermore, researchers shared methods they identified to address these potential pitfalls in research.
Several other factors account for the increasing numbers of papers addressing scientific integrity. First, nurses are conducting more studies and quality improvement projects than ever before. Growing numbers of doctoral programs and the evidence-based practice movement have led to a cadre of new nurses and researchers interested in conducting studies. Second, nurses are conducting research in diverse environments and with a wide range of populations. New methods are more inclusive of participants in the process, such as community-based participatory research. These methods uncover new areas of potential ethical concerns. Third, nurses have always been interested in improving the health of vulnerable populations such as minorities, immigrants, and those suffering health disparities. Factors that make these populations vulnerable may also make them more vulnerable as research subjects. Finally, concern about publication ethics has risen with the ease of copying e-material, escalation of predatory journals, and increase of collaborations and team science. All of these changes in the research landscape create an ever-growing concern about scientific integrity.
Beyond the field of nursing, increasing federal and international regulations and guidelines are being put into place to reduce scientific misconduct. Research oversight may be provided by government agencies or health care settings. Universities and institutions must carefully monitor research activities, identify and manage conflicts of interest, and assure ethical conduct of research. The ORI of the Department of Health and Human Services oversees research ethics in the United States, investigates potential misconduct, and supports education. The Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences (CIOMS; 2016) along with the World Health Organization provides guidelines for research involving human subjects across the globe. Protections should be provided for research participants regardless of where they are.
Those new to research are often not aware of the nuances of the research process and all the facets of the responsible conduct of research. The goal is to educate these novice researchers, so that they develop their own internal compass to guide them while conducting studies. A good resource is the latest MNRS (2018) booklet: Guidelines for Scientific Integrity: A Handbook for Research. A number of Midwest nurse scientists supported the development of this handbook, and proceeds are donated to this nonprofit organization. This updated and expanded handbook provides an overview of issues in responsible conduct of research to guide students, nurses, and researchers. Teaching ethical principles and practices to the next generations of scholars is the responsibility of nurse educators and researchers, and this resource can help with this important endeavor.
